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Neighborhoods schedule annual meetings

17 E. 1st
Hutchinson, KS 67501

The Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative is organizing 
meetings for all of the featured neighborhoods in January. 
Meetings this month will be neighborhoods’ best chance to plan 
the year ahead, identify priorities, and be heard by city officials.

Hutchinson Police Department anticipates attending the 
meetings, and other city officials have RSVP’ed, as these 
meetings provide a great opportunity for residents to sit down 
and connect with law enforcement and city officials. 

At SW Bricktown’s 2019 meeting, residents told police about a 
house that had a lot of suspicious activity. In less than two weeks, 
the Police Department’s new Repeat Offender Unit was able to 
monitor the activity and put together a successful undercover 
operation that made a prostitution and drug bust.

The meetings also are a good opportunity for neighbors to make 
decisions about events and projects for the year ahead, including 
the popular National Night Out events in August.

NEIGHBORHOOD ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE:
College Grove Neighborhood
When: 8:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 11
Where: Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, 407 E. 12th Ave.

SW Bricktown Neighborhood 
When: 11:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 11
Where: Boys & Girls Clubs at Shadduck Park, 600 W. 2nd Ave.

Creekside Neighborhood
When: 10 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 11
Where: Hutchinson Public Library auditorium, 901 N. Main St.

Farmington Park Neighborhood
When: 8:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 25
Where: Emanuel Lutheran Church, 140 E. 30th Ave.

Grace Arbor Neighborhood 
When: 10:30 a.m., Saturday, Jan. 25
Where: The Salvation Army, 700 N. Walnut St.

Census Data Matters.
This is a year for the full U.S. Census, and it is vitally 
important everyone is counted accurately. For every 
household not counted, Hutchinson could miss out on 
almost $49,000 in federal funding over the next decade. 
Census data is used in determining funding allocated to 
essential programs like: School Lunches; Head Start and 
Early Head Start; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance; 

Foster care; Low Income Home Energy Assistance; Medicaid and Medicare; and Health Center Programs. 
For more information on the census or how you can help collect data, follow the Count Me In Hutch group on 
Facebook. The success of SW Bricktown’s 2019 National Night Out The success of SW Bricktown’s 2019 National Night Out 

block party in bringing together the neighborhood and block party in bringing together the neighborhood and 
emergency responders started at their annual meeting emergency responders started at their annual meeting 
last January when organizers began planning the event.last January when organizers began planning the event.
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Neighborhoods celebrate Neighborhoods celebrate 
Halloween holiday Halloween holiday 

Three featured neighborhoods 
each took their own approach to 
celebrating Halloween this year.

Creekside Neighborhood
Neighbors served hot cider 
at Eagle Communications’ 
annual Halloween event on 
Oct. 28. They partnered with 
the radio station because it is 
in the neighborhood and had 
expressed interest in working 

with the neighborhood before. It was a chilly, breezy evening 
that even included a few isolated snowflakes, making the cider 
a hot commodity. Volunteers served about 160 cups of hot cider, 
totaling nine gallons.

College Grove
Several families promoted traditional door-to-door trick-or-
treating in the neighborhood. Several residents also planned 
special features to go along with trick-or-treating, such as 
setting up a temporary fire pit so kids could make s’mores, or 
serving hot cocoa.

SW Bricktown
Organizers in the neighborhood partnered with Hutchinson 
USD 308 and Boys & Girls Clubs to host a Halloween party at 
Avenue A School. The party included indoor trick-or-treating, 
arts and crafts, and a costume contest with prizes

Incentives offered to buy, paint, Incentives offered to buy, paint, 
improve homes in Hutchinson improve homes in Hutchinson 

Whether you want to buy a house, improve your existing home, or 
paint the outside of your home in 2020, the City of Hutchinson may 
be able to help with the following programs. 

BRUSH UP HUTCH: 
In the last few years, the city has made several changes to make Brush 
Up Hutch easier to use. The original version of the program was only 
available for owner-occupied houses, required qualifying only by 
household income, only reimbursed up to $300, and required users 
to pay for the paint up front. Now, the program is also available for 
rentals, can qualify based on the value of the house, and can pay up 
to $500. The city is also working on a system where users won’t have 
to pay for the paint out of pocket at the start of the project (although 
that change is not finalized at the time of writing.

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE:
The city has funds available to help first-time homebuyers living in 
Reno County with a down payment on a house in the College Grove, 
Creekside, Grace Arbor, or SW Bricktown neighborhoods. The 
down payment match is based on other funds the homebuyer has 
for down payment and caps at $2,500. There are enough funds for 
six homebuyers to receive the maximum assistance in 2020.

ZERO-INTEREST HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS:
The city also has funding for interest-free home improvement loans, 
available in all Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative featured 
neighborhoods. The loan program is a partnership with Peoples 
Bank & Trust, and provides loans of up to $15,000 for qualifying 
home improvement or repair projects. There are enough funds in the 
program for three projects in 2020.

To inquire about these programs, contact the City of Hutchinson 
Planning & Development Department, at (620) 259 for Brush Up 
Hutch, 259-4198 for down payment assistance, or 694-2638 for 
interest-free loans.

OCTOBER & DECEMBER YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS
Yard of the Month is a competition held every other month where neighbors 
may nominate a beautiful yard in their neighborhood. Nominations are taken by 
Adam Stewart, coordinator of neighborhood development, at Hutch Rec, and are 
announced on the Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative Facebook page. 

October award winners were the Huschkas in College Grove, the Hinsdales in 
Creekside, the Margheims in Farmington Park, and the Irvins in SW Bricktown. 

December award winners were the Keelers in College Grove, the Dellingers in 
Creekside, the Pittses in Farmington Park, and the Mendozas in SW Bricktown. 

Each winner received a $50 gift certificate to a local garden center or hardware 
store. Prizes are sponsored by Bornholdt Plantland, Elite Real Estate, Heartland 
Credit Union, and Peoples Bank & Trust. 

For more information on the Yard of the Month contest, contact Adam Stewart 
with Hutch Rec at: astewart@hutchrec.com.

OCTOBER: SW BRICKTOWNOCTOBER: SW BRICKTOWN

OCTOBER: FARMINGTONOCTOBER: FARMINGTON

OCTOBER: COLLEGE GROVEOCTOBER: COLLEGE GROVE

OCTOBER: CREEKSIDE OCTOBER: CREEKSIDE 

As reported in 
the fall issue, 
Creekside 
neighborhood 
has its logo 

now, and city crews should be installing sign-toppers in the 
neighborhood soon, potentially as early as January. The logo 
was designed by graphic designer Will Gates, who lives in the 
neighborhood

Sign toppers to go up soon Sign toppers to go up soon 
in Creekside Neighborhoodin Creekside Neighborhood

DECEMBER: SW BRICKTOWNDECEMBER: SW BRICKTOWN DECEMBER: COLLEGE GROVEDECEMBER: COLLEGE GROVE

DECEMBER: CREEKSIDEDECEMBER: CREEKSIDE

DECEMBER: FARMINGTONDECEMBER: FARMINGTON Good food, good conversation Good food, good conversation 
at Creekside ‘Friendsgiving’at Creekside ‘Friendsgiving’

Organizers of the Creekside “Friendsgiving” dinner on Nov. 
20 at Hutchinson Wesleyan Church wanted to encourage 
neighbors to talk with each other, so they posted conversation 
starters on a projector. As it turned out, the prompts weren’t 
needed. The dinner was scheduled to be an hour long, but a 
good crowd spent the evening in conversation well past when 
the desserts were served. 

The event was semi-potluck, with the church providing turkey 
and mashed potatoes, while neighbors brought the side dishes 
and desserts.

City Council officially recognizes Grace Arbor Neighborhood City Council officially recognizes Grace Arbor Neighborhood 
Hutchinson Mayor David Inskeep reads a proclamation on 
Dec. 17 officially recognizing Grace Arbor Neighborhood. 
Larry and Rosa Fast and Janice Ringold represented Grace 
Arbor at the presentation, and Rishawn Austin was in the 
audience in support. 

For the full declaration, visit the Grace Arbor or Healthy 
Neighborhoods Initiative Facebook page. 


