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Family saves, restores College Grove house

17 E. 1st
Hutchinson, KS 67501

Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative is provided 
through a partnership with the City of Hutchinson & 
Hutch Rec. For more information, visit hutchrec.com or the 
Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative FB page. 

Willard Mast went to a 2013 tax sale with a plan for a profitable in-
vestment. He was looking to buy, fix up, and resell a house. Mast 
works in remodeling, so he had the skills to do the great majority 
of the work that might be required himself.

At that sale, Mast purchased a house at the corner of 13th Av-
enue and Maple Street, in the College Grove neighborhood. 
The house, built in 1920, had been damaged in a fire. Another 
buyer had started work on the house, putting on a new roof and 
starting plumbing and electrical work on the interior, but they 
also had completely gutted the house, stripped the siding, and 
boarded it up.

It wasn’t until 2014 that Mast was able to start work on the house. 
In the meantime, the City of Hutchinson identified the house as
a candidate for demolition. Mast said it was fairly easy to get the 
house taken off the demolition list thanks to his plans to fix it up, 
but that shows how poor of condition it was when he bought it. 

Even when he was able to begin work on the house, it wasn’t an 
overnight process to renovate it. Mast worked on it as funds and 
time allowed around paying remodeling jobs. The only part of 
the renovation that was tricky was fixing the foundation, which
sagged quite a bit in places.

In all, the project took almost four years to complete. Then, with 
the finish line three or four months away, Mast decided to move 

into the house rather than sell it. It was practically new, while he 
and his wife had an old house in the country that needed an esti-
mated $50,000 in work. They moved in May 2018.

The Masts hosted the April installment of College Grove’s Donuts 
on the Driveway, and as a bonus, they gave tours of their house 
to show the renovations made. The house has two bedrooms
and a bathroom on the ground floor, plus a bedroom, bathroom, 
and bonus room in the finished basement. 

Mast said his favorite 
element of the renovation 
was the hardwood floor-
ing on the ground floor. He 
thinks the whole project 
was worth the time, effort, 
and money.

“This will be here, unless 
there is an unfortunate 
accident, for a fairly long 
time,” he said.The movie series is funded by a grant from the Charles E. Carey Memorial 

Endowment Fund of the Hutchinson Community Foundation.

NEIGHBORHOOD SUMMER FAMILY MOVIE SERIES
Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Hutchinson Public Library Auditorium, 2nd fl oor

Movie Line-up:
June 2: “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”
June 23: “The Sandlot”
July 14: “Coco”
August 11: “The Princess Bride”

Free!

Special Thanks To: 
Hutchinson

Initiative
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Master plan cites importance of neighborhood parks Grants support 
park improvements

In surveys conducted by consultants GreenPlay LLC in preparation for 
a Hutchinson parks and recreation master plan, neighborhood parks 
were among the leaders of what residents identified both as important 
features and as priorities for the future. With 445 responses to a sur-
vey, community and neighborhood parks were rated the third highest 
in importance of current facilities and programs, behind only Dillon 
Nature Center and safe bike and pedestrian access. Parks weren’t rat-
ed as highly for current effectiveness, but they were still rated about 4 
out of 5.

As far as future priorities, community and neighborhood parks are No. 
1, with 13 percent of respondents ranking them as the top priority, 9 
percent ranking them second, and another 5 percent ranking them 
third. That placed them ahead of community events and festivals, 
trails, greenways, and sidewalks, and access to the Arkansas River.
Among Hutchinson’s featured neighborhoods, SW Bricktown has two 
parks, with SW Bricktown Park and Shadduck Park; Farmington Park 
has its namesake park; and the neighborhood around Magnet School 
at Allen has J. Bernard White Park (at the intersection of Fifth Avenue 
and Brookside). College Grove does not have a neighborhood park.

A park inventory conducted by GreenPlay, using the Geo-Referenced 
Amenities Standards Process, aka GRASP, scored Farmington, SW 
Bricktown, and Shadduck Parks similarly, in the 14.3 to 17.6 range, 
while J. Bernard White Park was the lowest-scoring park in Hutchinson 
at 5.5. The median score for neighborhood parks was 17.6. Seeing 
room for improvement, neighbors in SW Bricktown and Farmington 
Park were already making plans to improve their parks even before the 
master plan process started, and neighbors around Magnet School at 
Allen have identified parks as a matter of interest to them.

Residents can now directly contact police
Earlier this year, Hutchinson Police Department instituted a new beat system for patrol officers, dividing the city into four beats. The 
dividing lines for the beats are 11th Avenue (east-west) and Plum Street (north-south). Each beat has an associated email address and 
cell phone, allowing residents to directly reach out to officers for non-emergency matters.

SW Bricktown and the neighborhood around Magnet School at Allen are both in 1 Beat
Officers for the area can be reached at 620-960-0014 or HPD1beat@renolec.com.

Farmington Park and most of College Grove – the area west of Plum Street – are in 3 Beat
Officers for that area can be reached at 620-960-6997 or HPD3beat@renolec.com.

The portion of College Grove east of Plum Street is in 4 Beat
Officers for that area can be reached at 620-664-1274 or HPD4beat@renolec.com.

The southeast beat, 2 Beat, can be reached at 620-960-0139 or Hpd2beat@renolec.com.

August block parties planned 
for National Night Out

SW Bricktown, Farmington Park, and 
the neighborhood around Magnet 
School at Allen will each have a Na-
tional Night Out block party on Aug. 6.

The block parties will be at SW Brick-
town Park, 301 W. 1st Ave.; Farmington 
Park, 3109 N. Elm St.; and Hutchinson 
Wesleyan Church, 528 W. 10th Ave.

Organizing groups are still working 
on details, but neighbors can expect 
food, activities for children, and op-

portunities to meet and speak with emergency responders at all 
three parties. Residents wanting to help plan or volunteer at their 
neighborhood’s party can contact Adam Stewart, neighborhood 
development coordinator at Hutch Rec, at astewart@hutchrec.
com or (620) 663-6179.

Farmington Park and SW Bricktown neighborhoods received Make 
It Greater grants from Hutchinson Community Foundation’s Fund 
for Hutchinson in March, as well as other grants, all in support of 
improvements to their neighborhood parks.

FARMINGTON PARK
Farmington Park received a $2,500 Make It Greater grant for the 
installation of three benches around the namesake park. Residents 
have consistently identified the lack of benches around the park as 
an issue in light of how many people go for walks around the park.
In addition, improvements to the park gazebo are planned, in-
cluding upgraded electrical service and lighting and a new grill. 
Residents already have begun improvements to the gazebo, 
re-staining the wood of the gazebo on April 27. After the grant was 
awarded, a separate grant was awarded in anticipation of the next
series of park improvements.

SW BRICKTOWN
SW Bricktown received a $1,250 Make It Greater grant for im-
provements to SW Bricktown Park and funding for National Night 
Out (scheduled for Aug. 6). Improvements considered by a neigh-
borhood committee include a park grill and a bike rack.
Other upcoming improvements in SW Bricktown Park include a 
foot trail and decorative LED light poles, both funded by a Path-
ways to a Healthy Kansas implementation grant from Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield of Kansas. These 2019 projects build on neigh-
borhood efforts of the past several years. Before residents began 
organizing, the park simply had a few picnic tables and an old park 
grill. Since then, the usable space has nearly doubled and a play-
ground and picnic shelter have been installed.

The Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative thanks the 
Hutchinson Community Foundation and donors who made these 
grants possible, in particular: Lori & Derek Bower, Ed Doherty, the 
Wendy & Ted Hobart Family, the Martha A. Donald M. Stiles Jr.   
Memorial Fund, and the Debra and Paul Waggoner Donor Advised 
Fund.

The recommendations in the draft version of the master plan pre-
sented April 23 address neighborhood parks in a few ways, both 
direct and indirect. Recommendations for direct action include 
repairing, replacing, or removing poor quality park components, 
annually reviewing the quality of park components, making plans 
for regular replacements, and adding nature playgrounds.

As far as indirect measures related to neighborhood parks, the 
draft recommends continuing and strengthening the Hutchinson 
Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative and using the initiative to iden-
tify, strategize, and implement improvements in neighborhood
parks.

Note: Neighborhood parks are just one aspect of the master 
plan, which was officially adopted by Hutch Rec’s Board of Com-
missioners on May 20 and Hutchinson City Council on May 21. 
The final master plan report found online at hutchrec.com/our-
parks-ourhealth-ourhutch/.

Work is under way on a walking path through SW Bricktown Park.

NOMINATIONS 
BEING ACCEPTED 
FOR YARD OF THE 

MONTH PROGRAM

The Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative launched its new Yard of the Month
program in May for SW Bricktown, College Grove, Farmington Park, and the neighbor-
hood around Magnet School at Allen. Nominations are open from May 1 to June 1;  July 
1 to Aug. 1; Sept. 1 to Oct. 1; and Nov. 1 to Dec. 1; and may be emailed to astewart@
hutchrec.com or mailed to Hutch Rec, 17 E. 1 st Ave., Hutchinson, KS, 67501. 

Winners in each neighborhood for each judging period will receive a $50 gift card to a 
local garden center and a yard sign and will be recognized in the healthy neighborhoods 
newsletter and on Facebook.

Farmington Park neigh-
borhood had a full day on 
April 27, between a proj-
ect at the park gazebo, 
a neighborhood Spring 
Picnic, and the city’s 
spring cleanup day.

In the morning, 10 neighbors gathered at the park gazebo to re-
stain it, finishing the project in just two hours.

“It was nice to have a variety of neighbors to help,” Jamie Mar-
gheim said. “It shows that our neighbors do care, and we are all 
working together to make a difference in our park.”

Steve Allen with the Parks and Facilities Department said he was 
grateful for the volunteers taking on the project, which would 
have been difficult for city staff to fit into their schedules. A city 
crew had powerwashed the gazebo earlier in the week to prepare
it for the volunteers.

After the gazebo dried over the course of the afternoon, neigh-
bors threw a Spring 
Picnic, with more 
than 50 people get-
ting together while 
the Salt City Flight 
Association set up a 
short disc golf course 
through the park.

Farmington Park residents 
re-stain gazebo; have picnic


