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Neighborhood chooses Grace Arbor name
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Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative is provided 
through a partnership with the City of Hutchinson & 
Hutch Rec. For more information, visit hutchrec.com or the 
Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative FB page. 

A Hutchinson neighborhood conducted a cleanup day, had a 
picnic, and chose a name, all on Sept. 28.

Grace Arbor Neighborhood, the neighborhood between Fourth 
and 11th avenues, from Main Street to Plum Street, is the newest 
featured neighborhood of the Hutchinson Healthy Neighbor-
hoods Initiative. Neighbors have been meeting since May, dis-
cussing concerns and ambitions for the neighborhood,finalizing 
boundaries, and brainstorming nominees for the name. 

The Grace Arbor Neighborhood name reflects the neighbor-
hood’s history, as it was home to Grace Hospital. It also reflects 
the geography of the neighborhood, which has streets named 
after trees.

For the cleanup day, Nisly Brothers brought three large roll-off 
dumpsters to the Salvation Army’s parking lot on the west side 
of the grassy field at Seventh Avenue and Walnut Street. Neigh-
bors were able to throw away household junk and yard waste at 
the dumpsters, and two crews of volunteers picked up items for 
neighbors who couldn’t haul things to the drop-off site them-
selves. In all, more than a dozen volunteers assisted with the 
cleanup day, and residents filled all three dumpsters, despite off-
and-on rain. 

The Salvation Army also hosted the neighborhood picnic on the 
parking lot east of the field. Around 60 neighbors gathered for 
food, games, and conversation. While adults chatted—and a

few joined in the games—kids played hopscotch and four square 
and threw footballs and Frisbees out on the field.

Next steps for the neighborhood include seeking a proclama-
tion from City Council officially recognizing the neighborhood 
and name and development of a neighborhood logo to go on
street signs.

For the latest news on Grace Arbor Neighborhood, like and fol-
low their Facebook page. 

College Grove residents volunteer with 
Cosmosphere’s Landing on the Lawn event
The Cosmosphere had a Landing on the Lawn event on July 20 on the 
Hutchinson Community College campus lawn to celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of the Apollo 11 moon landing. This large event featured several local businesses, 
organizations, and volunteers, including some residents from the College Grove 
neighborhood (pictured left). Special shout-out to these residents for helping 
the community - and nation! - celebrate this historic event in space history. 
Photo provided by Pam Lyle, College Grove resident.

Photos (above): Grace Arbor 
residents pull yard waste 
out of a pickup during the 
neighborhood
cleanup on Sept. 28  in 
Hutchinson.

(left): Grace Arbor Neigh-
borhood’s youngest 
residents enjoyed games 
and activities during the 
neighborhood picnic on 
Sept. 28. 
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Wells bring yoga to SW Bricktown neighborhood park
Amid physical improvements such as a new walking path, lighting, and swing 
set, SW Bricktown Park also received new programming this summer.

Neighborhood resident Tina Wells, who has 15 years of experience with yoga, 
including a year as an instructor for Hutch Rec, began leading free yoga classes 
twice a week in the park, starting in early July, and wrapping up at summer’s 
end. Classes were held on Tuesday and Saturday mornings and were for all 
ages and abilities. 

Photo: Tina Wells, right, leads a free yoga class at SW Bricktown Park.

700 residents attend National 
Night Out parties in August

Creekside, Farmington Park, and 
SW Bricktown neighborhoods 
each had a block party for Na-
tional Night Out on Aug. 6. An 
estimated 700 attendees came 
out to celebrate among the three 
neighborhood parties, which 
served 500 hot dogs, 400 tacos, 
and 300 ice cream treats. 

In addition to food and drink, 
each party had guests from 

Hutchinson Police Department, Hutchinson Fire Department, 
and Reno County Emergency Medical Service, games and activ-
ities, and inflatables for kids, among other attractions.

Organizers in Creekside, which had its first-ever party, took the 
opportunity to encourage people to get involved through sig-
nups for the Next Door app and neighborhood Facebook page, 
as well as a bingo game.

Farmington Park organizers made a poster highlighting the ac-
tivities and improvements neighbors have made in the past two 
years, as well as promoting an Oct. 1 open house to review long-
term plans for the park.

SW Bricktown’s party showed off improvements made to the 
park. Since last year’s party, a walking path, lighting, swing set, 
and grill all have been added to the park.

Plan takes shape for 
Farmington Park improvements

Farmington Park neighbors have identified upgrades to the neigh-
borhood park as one of their top priorities, and now a long-term plan 
is taking shape for major improvements. During an open house on 
Oct. 1, the City of Hutchinson Parks and Facilities Department and 
Hutch Rec unveiled a concept plan that is based on resident input.

Proposed improvements include:
• A three-part multi-use trail, which would include a half-mile loop 

around the section of the park east of Farmington Road, a quar-
ter-mile spur along the 200 block of South Park Drive continu-
ing to the Kisiwa Creek subdivision, and a 1/8-mile spur along 
the 200 block of North Park Drive. The half-mile loop and quar-
ter-mile spur are proposed to be 10 feet wide, while the 1/8-
mile spur is proposed to be 6 feet wide. The plans also call for a 
crosswalk on a speed hump across Farmington Road to connect 
the three trail segments.

• A pavilion, with bathrooms, off the 300 block of North Park 
Drive. The size of the pavilion isn’t set, but neighbors at the 
open house said room for about 50 people would be a good fit 
for the park.

• Irrigation of the area between the east playground, the pro-
posed pavilion, and the drainage canal.

• A basketball court off the 300 block of North Park Drive, be-
tween the proposed pavilion and Farmington Road. The existing 
basketball court could be converted for four square, hopscotch, 
or just left open as a canvass for sidewalk chalk drawings.

• A limited amount of perpendicular parking cut out of the park in 
two locations.

Neighbors recommended adjustments to the plan, including mov-
ing the proposed basketball court farther northwest and having the 
quarter-mile spur trail cross Walnut at South Park Drive rather than at 
Kansas Avenue.

No timeline is set for making the proposed improvements to the 
park, but it will most likely take multiple years to see all of the pro-
posals implemented. The next step is to develop cost estimates for 
the different improvements.

YARD OF THE MONTH WINNERS RECOGNIZED
The first two rounds of the Hutchinson Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative Yard 
of the Month awards are in the books.

June winners included the Calhouns in SW Bricktown, the Shearons in College 
Grove, the Suthers in Farmington Park, and the Youngs in Creekside.

August winners included the Beckers in Creekside, the Coles in College Grove, 
the Floreses in SW Bricktown, and the Morrills in Farmington Park.

October and December winners will be recognized on the Hutchinson Healthy
Neighborhoods Initiative Facebook page and in the winter edition of In Your
Neighborhood newsletter. 

Nominations for the December awards are due Dec. 1 and can be emailed 
to astewart@hutchrec.com or dropped off at Hutch Rec Downtown, 
17 E. 1st. 

JUNE: SW BRICKTOWN

JUNE: FARMINGTON

JUNE: COLLEGE GROVE

JUNE: CREEKSIDE

AUGUST: COLLEGE GROVE

AUGUST: CREEKSIDE

AUGUST: FARMINGTON

AUGUST: SW BRICKTOWN

Hutchinson City Council issued a proclamation on Aug. 6, officially recognizing 
Creekside neighborhood and organizing efforts there. The proclamation, read by 
Mayor David Inskeep and presented to resident Kathy Winger on behalf of the neigh-
borhood, also makes the neighborhood eligible for additional city incentives for 
home buying and home improvements. On Aug. 29, neighbors voted on a logo that 

will go on street signs in Creekside. It took two rounds of voting for residents to choose from among four versions of the logo created by 
resident and graphic designer Will Gates. The logo has been forwarded to the city to have signs made and installed.

A National Night Out 
attendee rides the playground 
zipline in SW Bricktown Park 

Creekside Neighborhood receives proclamation, votes on logo


